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EARLY in December last year a number
of people clalmed they saw a most
unusual obfect in tne sky zbove Elving-
ton, near York,

An investigation was carrled out ts
York Astronomical Socicty, whioh »»>-
cluded that the object was a very bright

. fireball. But others wore not quite so sure.

Mark Birdsall, co-founder of the York-

. shire Unidentified Flying Objeots Soclety
(YUFOS), belleves that there were two
qulte separate objects In the sky that
night.
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‘UFO SPO'I'I‘LRS have been the sub-
Ject of the public's derision far many
‘years. They have been pilloried for
‘hhving over-active imaginations and
.blasted for inducing innocent people
to beliéve that the meteotrite they saw
was really a flying 'saucer complete - d PR, ;
with armed extra-terrestrials. The. mystery bbject seen near York in September 1971. Ty
But is this fair? Nobody i : Ly
knows ‘for certain just how {, proving that- unidentified - - were Mr Mark Birdsall and thix ‘a less prominent dome  ting - enough feedback from

Mr ‘Mark Birdsall and Mr}Bill Tree of the Yorkshire, Unldentlaedv Fllnx
Objoctl Bocmy (YUFO0S8). r(‘ {

“This is;?where ‘the story time later,” said .Mark. “For .

RoYelRs X' Na) ‘m,mm

large the universe is; what
it contains; and how it was
created.

We all have opr views 'on
-this' . eternal and in-
" exhaustable subject so why

do we deride those who hap-
‘ pen.to beligve that' there are
forces about which are

! peyond our ‘comprehension?

So'— bearing-this in- mind

and" determined fo'keep my :

ingredulity in check — I
. ventured out into the un-
: 'known to interview two men
.- who ‘have dedicated their hfe

flying objects do exist.
The venue. was amusingly,

bizarre in the' circumstances. -

— .on. the eleventh floor of
one. .of those .masslve - lugh-
rise blocks of : flats - so-
beloved by planners . of
yesteryear. ' ' !
-Yes, 67 Lovell Par
Towers, Leeds, seemed the

. appropriate . place for ‘tHe’
‘nerve centre of one of York-

shire's newest societies: The’
Yorkshire - Unidentified Fly--
ing: Objects Soclety
(YUFOS). $ :

vantage pbint from which to
g any extra-terrestrial
phenomena ‘that, happen to

Mr Bill Tree. Mark is the
research director of YUFOS
and Bill is an investigator.

Bill told his story first;
outlining the day he *‘saw” a
flying saucer, which changed
his whole life.

“I was about 12 years ald
and was helping my father
in our allotment on the New
Wortley Road Recreation
ground on the outskirts of
Leeds.. The allottment was at
.the - highest. ‘part “of ‘the
_ground and from there one
can see for sevcrnl miles
over Leeds,” he explained.

‘It was a sunny afternoon
and my father and brother,
.aged 10, were on their knees
1 was digging about 10 yards
in front of them. As I was
stretching my back, I looked
up to my left and there in
the blue sky was what ap-
peared to be a very fast

moving star or shootinx‘

star,” he said.

Privilege

This happened in 1855 and,
as Bill pointed out, no man
had ever been near the
moon at the time.

“When the star was op-
posite me, but a few miles
away in the sky appearing
just over Leeds United's
football ground,. it suddenly
stopped dead. At that
moment I knew this was no
shooting star,” he said.

So Bill stared at this ob-
ject and watched in
amazement as it altered
course and headed straight
towards him. |

“What was so incredible
was its speed; within four
seconds it was there as large
as life in front of me. In
between the {flying saucer
and me were my father and

below. All the way round the
ceafre of the outer edge of
the - saucer -were round
portholes. This part was slo-
wlyrotating, - whilst the top
dom; was spinning,” Bill ex-
plaiped.

JHI could not belleve what
he Wwas  seeing -and shouted
to #his father and brother:

“Look, look a flying saucer,

right behind you.”

But, by .. the, time they
turged round, “the flying
saucer had gone. -

Not syrprisingly, - Bill's
fa r was xather sceptical
andéwhen . Bill jpuggested re-
porfing the incldent to the

, his father said no.

N e thought - the pélice
might think I- was’ odd and
told’. me to keep the incident
to'amyself,” said Bill. “But 'he
cbanxed his mind “when he

the local paper ‘on 1hc
M :

!‘or there was an - amcle
m}ng that "about 200 people
maﬂx!rerent vnrts of Leeds

seen a -UFO {flying over
\tity. Even two policemen
noted xt dowu in their

ut 1. was the only per-
o) to see it at close ‘quar-
I think it . was a

SQ

,_;ut having' talked to Bill,
I convinced that he “is
nced:that he saw a fly-

ssful television rental
h esy. He: J.s cennmly not
>c ank.

{MNeither is' Mark bfrdsnll
Ih, .articulate 25-year-old
who set up YUFOS with his

Contact and it would be bet--

ter to branch out . on .our
own,” he said.-

One  quite .extraordin
incident  and -itg afterma

shire needed an mdependent
society.
“It concerns a lorry dnver

who was driving -through i
Yorkshire from the south.’
He was married but he, was

visiting another woman,

which ‘is. why he remains -
anonymous.- It was early.in -

the 1970s,” recounted Mark.

anhtemn g -

“Having.* lett . his lidy;ff
friend early in 'the morﬂing ’

(about ‘5am, .. he walked
across .some dense woodland

to get back ‘to his lorry. It, -

was. a ‘cold, misty summer’s
day,” he said. “Suddenly the

driver saw somethmg really .
ln‘ghtenmx e
¢ ‘A ‘lqng black cigar-like -
- " described. -

object landed in -gn opening
in the wqod and humanoid
ngures, ‘dressed in black got
out: Apparently there were
about ' 36+¢Qf -these' men with
one leader, who was shout-
ing instryctions ' in what
sounded Dutch or German s
he said.” "

These , ° “people were
equipped *with what appeared
to be torchés.or guns and
they =~ were' ' tapping the
ground with them.

But the figures ran back
into' their black machine the
moment they saw the driver
and his lorry. Onée of them
dropped this (or her or its)
instrument In the panic but
dashed ' back - -to callect it.
Then the -machine ved off
at -a tetHtic-'s ,. making
no noise -at all..

The lorry dnver ‘kept quiet -

about” his experience for a

“‘exploded in

; 'Th " fireb,

.gets  reall*interesting,” said
--Mark. .“] firmly believe that
,there was {some military in-
volvement here and that

i»"tContact Ipternational were
persuaded Mark that. York----

to]d to h
xmdent up.
So . eve
}us broth
alone ™ ani
YUFOs.
‘Mark is@ convinced - that
“here ds a:Int of top secret
nilitary - -activity going os
sehind .the scenes, which.ex-

the whole in-

aily Mark and
decided to go ‘it
they founded

“Dlains. UFG sighhnjs ‘But
3ill disagr .
*But, - defpite = their ~dif-
Ierenced, rk and Bill are

¥curred a Elvmgton, near:
ork, on 12,
lncmnted
Many locHMs saw an ob)ect
a glowing "blue
and red baf§] of light which
a multitude .of
colpur. It
fied by
ronomical
fireball —

“We ' ackpt this,” said
Mark, “but§l am conyinced
there wag §somethiag. else

r° Elvinglon that night.
was seen at

saw something,
and more in-’
{e;plxo&bl(* aty7.00pm”

The w:tneu is a 39-year-
old farm labourer who says
he saw a huge circular ob-
ject in the sky with nume-
rous *coloured -lights apd a

t.mm o{tt ‘llghtwn .the; w-,«

eru ds about
lenuth (o ,hw aircraft ‘and
made no joise al all.

one . th.int they ‘were travel-
ling in ditferent ‘directions.”

* To get my feet €irquly back
on the ground, I then vmt*i "
Mr Trevor:Wood, last yenrs
chairman’ of the" York Ast-
ronomical Socxety

Trevor was s jcal.of ihe
story of the Elv. ztbh"l‘.axm
labourer. Ak
4T find it mcredibly, cit-
ficult to believe there were
two different sightings .on
the same night. That wo'ld
be an incredible . cqin-
cidence,” he said. "gu't I can
confirm , the fire 40

43 o 1%

"cident. !t

“We hdve: very little xcotr
tact with UFO societies ghd
1 personally believe  that 98
‘per cent of sightingsscan be
explained naturally,” he- said.

What about that - remtlnmx
one per.cent? Ve

‘“That can be put down 1o
lack of scientific knowledge,”
he said. “I cannot subscribe
to flying saucers or’ under-
cover military operafions.”

‘“Personally 'I' Ahink some |
UFQO societies dp a lot of
harm by mhlndlnz people,
Many . of ‘these so-called
sightmgs of flying objects
can be so easily explained.” " '
* “And,” sald Trevor ,"” why
do we so rarely get sightings
of UFOs from amateur ast-
ronomers Is it because they
can explain rationally ex-
actly what they hyve seen?

And so the arguments rage
on; ‘urxuments which, taken
to their logical conclusion,
arrive at a question that has
puzzled man from the wery
start. Is there a force in the
universe so. fmmense that we |
are - rto‘qlly pgnble io cpm—

préhend N e

Naxurnl)) I dont know 50
I''l end ““”.‘ a delightful




