
t 
~ · 

•1", 

.. 
. ,, 
~' 

~~ 

lr 
f 

f fO Yor ks hi ; e Evening Pre ss. Frida y, Feb ruary 10 . 1984 .: .. 

. • .• l 

e.IUsive UFOs n,, ~~ ~ :t· ··:~~a·>·t~h--I-·1· .. ·· . .- ~ of th· ,· . . 1.-~~ . .', ·. . .A)~~e~~~. . .. 
. . .· -~l 

I ·•' , · , ' 

·., EARLY in December lAst y('ar a number 
·oi people claimed they saw a moat 
unusual oblcct In tnc aky r.bovo Elvlng· 
ton, near York. 

An lnvcat18atlon was c!\rrled out t ~ 

0 York Astronomical Society, which .......... 
eluded that the object was a very bright 

Q. flrc,all. But others wore not quite .0 aurc. 
Mf1rk Blrdsall, oo·toundr.r or the York­

C .. shire 'Unldontlfted Flying Obj.Otl Society 
C (YUFOS), believes that there were two 

qu11e· separate objects In the s-ky that 
night:' · · · · · 

c~----------''' c· :· UfO ·s~OTTERS have been the sub-
.· ject: o! the public·s derision fqr many 

C' ·yea.r8. They luwe been · pillo~·ied for . 
_ ·hav·ing ove.r-actiye imaginations and 
C . blasted for inducing innocent people 

to believe that the meteol"ite they :s·aw 
C was really a flying · sauc~r complete e-with armed extra-terrestria ls. 
? -But . is this. fa.iT? Nobody 
\,.,; · knows ·for cerlain just how to proving that· unidentif ied 
Q larg~ the un:verse is; W1hat ilyini objects do exist. 

i1t ooiit<Ilm; and how it was The venue' . was amusingly 
created. · ·· · bizarre in the · circumstaru:H.• · 

We all have "OJ.lr views 'on. - .on. the eleventh .floor . of . 
q( :·this ·. etern al and in- one .. of those · .massive ·high-
- ·· exhau&f.al:>~ subject so why r ise blocks of ~ flats s9 · 

.do we· deride those who .hap-- beloved by planners ot 
. 'pen ·:to 'bclieve · t~t' tnere are yesteryear. : . 

·' fo,rces •bout . which are -Yes, 67 Lovell . Par 
· ~ £t>yond our ··comprehension? Towers, Leeds, s~med the., 

- ·· · SQ .' ,. bearing ·.tb.is 4n· 'mind . appropriate· . pl.acc for £tti£.f.' 
·and ·. determined to · 'keep ·mY' · 'nt'f-ve ·ccntte of one· of York­
ioc;l'eclulity in check - I . :;hiTe 's newest .societies: Tha . 

. vellh.rTed out ·into the un- Yorkshir-e · .. unidentified FlY~ · 
.: · krioWri to Intervie-W two · men i n· g · · 0 b~ 1 -e c t s Society 
:. , who·h~Ye dedi.cat.ed their ife {YUFOS~ . • · · ·. . . · 

By 
Robert 

Beaumon! 

Ccrt;; inl y. 'j t is ll. good 
vantage point from which to 
study any extra-terrestrial 
phenomena that .. happen to 
be p~ssin·g : · · . 

There, wait ing- for me, 

hxl 

..·, 
· :~; -
, :~. : l 

were Mr Mark Birdsall and with· a less prominent dome 
Mr Bill T~. Mark is the bel~ . All the waY round the 
research director of YUFOS centre o! the ollter edge of 
and Bill j s an investigator. the ' · saucer. · .were round 

Bill told his story first : portholes. TbU part was l'lo-
outiinini the day he "saw" a wlj.).rotatinf, · whiht the top 
flying saucer, which changed donj. was spinning," Bill ex-
his whole life. pl~d. . 

·' I was about 12 years old ·,Inn couM not believe what 
and was helpina my father he •as· seeint ·and shouted 
in our allotment on the New to · fti s father and brother: 
Wortle~ Road _Recre•tion '.' Loo'k, look a flYing s-aucer,. 
ground on the oub;kirts of riaht behind you ." 
Leeds .. The allottment waa at ~Ut, iby . :. 'the . time they 

. the · 'hlg'hcst . :part ··ot the ttt~ round . .' ~be flying 

. irolind . and from there one na~r had eone. · . . 
·· can ~e for several · miles . : }llqt a\irprisin1I'Y., · · Bill 's 

over Letd.s/' he explained. f•U..r was Jl'&tber aceptical 
'1t was' a sunny. afternoon ~1when ,BUl ~UIJe.ted re-

and my father and brother, p;;g tbe .1ne1den.t ·. to the 
•. aged 10, were ;Oil j.heir. knees • his !athe:t<l&l~ no. 
1 wa.S dlggjnr ·about 10 yards .' 1 e thou(h't .;·the ·'pOlice 
In front or them. As I was mi'cbt th ink ·I · was ' odd ·and 
stretching my hack, I looked t~(. me to .keep the Incident 
up to my lett smd there in to:.ntysel!," said Bill. "But :he 
the blue sky was what ap- . chAnged his mind.· when he 
pea red to be a very :fast ... ,...,... _the .. ~ paper ·on -the 
moving .~ tar or shootinf ¥~ay. · :. , 
star,'' he said. · ·: · .;ror there ::"'u an · article 

--.l'Jng that ·al)Out 200 people 
Privilege '!n<;llii!ferent ' parts of · Leeqs 

. ~B:' seen a -UFO !lyini over 
This happened jn 19M and, ~'bty. Even· two policemen 

as Bill pointed out, no men h&d noted it down in their 
had ever been near the })Qb)'s . · . ·. 
moon at the time . · ~~ut I . was the only. ~r-

··when the star was op- ~Jt,-_ to see J.t at do~ 'quar-
posi te me, but a few miles · ~~- I think Jt . was a 
away in th,e sky appe~rint ~lege," he &eid. · · . 
just over· ~s United's -~'.· an ht!ar all you. cynics 
football fl'OUnd, . it suddenly s g that ·· Bill dreamt up 
stopped deed. At that t ' · wbol" · Jncident; that 
moment I knew this was no b t the t h 
shootlni star," he said. ~n · • d~g 0 

.. sor ever ap-
So Bill stared at this ob- t, hav. irii>tatked to Bill, 

il'r t -ancl watched in convinced that he '·js 
amazement u lt altcrPd · ncec:l_' ·that he aaw a fly-
course and . . he~ded strai1ht auce"- H~ u a sincere, 
tow~~rdli him . . ~nsible man who run s a 

"What was so incre<iible , s ~!ul television rental 
Wall it~ . /l~ed; Within four • l' SI!. :H~:· U .. Ce~ainly .. not 
sf'conds 1t Will thert" a11 lat«e ta ank. . , . 1 : .. 

as life in front or mf'. ln f.)f.lei'U1l'r is Mark ~frdsall. 
brtwc£'n thf' flying saucer ab ; articulat<' 2.'i-Year-old 
an d mP wt•rc ~Y fathPr and w'h o srt up YUFOS with his 
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Mr .. Mark Blrdaall and .. M Ill Tree Of the Yorkshire .. Unidentified · Fiyln& 
Obj~tt .So~~- (YUF08);· ~ · ·. . .· . . 

ting · enough f~edb~ck .f~' :' "This i•,t~here · the ·story \ime later,;, said .Mark. ·".For 
Contact and it would bt' bet~ ·:.<aets ··. reall11nteresting;" said ·one . thine thf!y ··were tht,yd- . 
ter 1o branch out . on .our . · · Mar.k~ .. "I , rmly believe that lin'lt in ditierent directions." 
own," he said. · ·. · · ~· . .r;·t ~ht-re · was · ome military in- ~ To ~t _my !~t tiquly ~ 
. C?ne · q\tite ~xtrao~n~~. ~ ·volvement . hE' re and that .on the tround, I t~en vislt·!:i , ". 
mc1dent . and ·tl$ a!termath~-;l:Contact I ternational . were Mr Trevor · Wood, : la~ 1~ar's ·:. 
persuaded Mark that . Yo~· · ..... ··.told to h~· the whole in- chairman· ot ·tne ·· York'· A~t-' 
shire needed an independent·•._ tcident up. , · ronomiclil Socii!-t,Y: · ::z, · · · ··. 
society. · · · . · . •.J ~ So . eve ally Mark and Trevor was seePU._,;.'i;pt lhe 

"It concerns e ·Ioiey ·driyer , ,liis .broth decided to go ·it lvin" 
who Wl-5 driving ·throUI}:l ·; alone :: an· they founded story llf ~he Elv ~ato~~wm 
Yo~re :from the south• ' .YUFOS. · · · labou'rer. ,. · ''·• . 
He . was marri~d but.' he .. was .:~ : ~Mark· -15-,f! convinc-ed . th.at ' "I find it incred~)'; ,C:i;!-
vi~itini . another wo~n; . · )te~C,::Js • ~-~t o! 1op suret .tiCult ~o· believe tq~re ~ere 

. which ·Is : why he remains ·nihtary ·. ;a~vity goint os. ~w~ different sifhtin'l• ·.·.on 
anonymous. ·Jt w.as. .early ,\ J.n. · · )ehind .tlie tcenes whicb ·.ex- . -~be. u~ nl.gbt . ·Tha~ w,q·,.uq · 
th l910 " ted M k · · ' be · an .incredible · cQin· e s. ~~-. ar_ .' ' ·llains . . U . siehtin_as.~ .aut · cldence,'' he said. ''BU't 1 can .· Fri .. . . h:t .. · . illll disatr . . C'O f th fk.eb~ . . g ening .: · .. ;.But1 <de i!o ·t ·h· eir" .. dtt- · . n 1rm. ·: . e. . - ·t·~~-. ,. .odent. . • . . ' . u~J 

"Ha\tiiti, . . left. : his . ,.lady._. ?!enn_cei', rk ···aod Bil_l are "We: have · very ltttle ~· 
friend earlY. in -' the .mortrlng ··:.. .. rro-rkm( . ~o ards the ·same tact with .UFO .societl~ -..M 
(about ·5am, ... be· ·w.alked · ·; &oal: To .!1 out as much as 
acrois ;some denae woodland ·· ~ fl:~~Y can . bout every re- I penooally believe. ~tllat ''99 
to iet back · ~ to ·his J,ofry.' 'It .. · ~XVd U sigh tin~. , . · :per cent of liith<inp ~aan ~ 
was. a :cold, . misty summer·s · r.Pttc sue sighting, , whioh ·explained naturally/' · he ·aid. 
day," ~e said . .'"Suddenly the . :~.curred a Elv~ngto~, . near · · · W.ha't a'bout that ·remalnint 
driver saw· something .really ., :lor~. on cem~r ·12, has . ~e per .cent? ·, · · .. 
triJrbteni.nt." · · · · : t~sc1~ated rk. · .' "That can be 'PUt down 'to 

"A ' lQ~ black diar-like . . . Many loc s sav.~ an Qbject laek of acienti!t<: kno"'ledae;• 
object landed .in ·•n oPeRJ~ · c¥~Jerib<'d . · a glow10f · blue he saiti . . ''1 cannDt ·allQicribe 
jn , the :W9od . and humanoid ,a.nd .,ed ~ o! Ji.ght whjch to tlylnJ ' saucen ' or · unaer:. 
.1itures,\.'dressed· in ' black got . exploded m a multitude;.ot cover mmtary operafioiu;." ·: 
out: Apparently there were . colcur. It as later 'ld~ntl- ' "Peraonally ' I · ;think some 
about · 36_q~f -these· men with fied by c Y..Ork Ast-· UFo societies ,d~ a lot of. . 
one ' lea~~-~; , wlio v.ras shout- ronomical Society . as a harm by mllileadln·t people. 
ing in·atrvctton·s · in what !lr~all ~ art or .Jhe so- Many . of ·· these _ &o-<:alled 
sounded .~tdi.: ar ~nnan,'' called G<!m i strf!JID, t;lghtings ·or flyinl objects 
hf' .s~d,. ·: . .... · .. '-We .' ac pt .this,'.' said can be so easl!y explained." .. 
Thes~ . · ·''peopl_e" were Mark,." '"but I art\ . eonyinced .. "And,'' said Trevor ,'' w.hy 

C'QUip~d :'W(th ·what appeared ·tpel'e wn~ some~1 li!li . eY11e do we eo rarely geot_s'i1ihtiJ.lis 
to be forel)~s . ~r Juns and . . oy~r ·. 'Elvin' on tb:~t .nifbt. or UFOs !rom amateur ut-
they w~· · tapping the · Th~ · flreb was seen ot ronomers Is it because they 
iround wit~ . them. about·'Q.3()p but we · have U. can ~1)l.,th r-a~ionally ex-

But tbe !irures · ran back wJ-tne ... w-h saw 60methlnt . actly what they btve aeen? 
Into · their blac¥; :machine the much ' ' lbigge and more in- · And so .1he arguments rage 
momt>nt tliey . saw the '-driver . r.xplioabl~ at~1.00pm" on: '4lrgurnents which, taktn 
and hi• ]orri(-:' On~ · .ot t~em . The -wit ne~ Is u 3D-yf'ar- to their loglca) conclu~lo~ 
dropt3~d ~1$ ~~r her · or lt&) olp fann lll!bourcr who says arrive at a question thll't has 
instru~nt · Jn the panic but he saw a hutc circular ob- puuled man !rom the ~ry 
da11hed · back · ·to co1lf'ct lt . Sect Jn the f;ky with numf'oo a tart. Is th~rf a force- . Jn t.be 
·Then 1h~-medtine move-d off rou!l ~ouri!d lifhh apn " \tnlver~e aojmmen~ 1·hat we . 
at · a _ t(!li-Htl.c ·~.r;~r makln4e 1.,ri'a~ ot: ~l~h~un., : tbe1 ~.VJ- '•: ar?. - .il.o~UY .. .-~a.!Jle ,.. io cpm- . ,J, 
no nOI~e ·at alL ( ·. tie rill~' {t I fill eb<i\lt - ~~\: nehf-\\d ~~- '. < ~. ... . -~ · ' ,. >' . ... 

The lorry driver kept quiet Jen(lth . ,o(\,tive ain-ratt !Jnd · Natural!)". 1 don't .know .ao . f 
about' ni s f'Xpcr!cnt:(' for a made 00 itO I!!>f' iol l !ill . I'll CllU with a delightful I" 


